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ST. JAMES UCC ® MARCH-APRIL 2017
37 South 15® Street, Allentown, PA 18102-4435

Church Phone — (610) 432-7677 Fax —(484) 223-0348
Pastor: Rev. Lorraine Sell Home — (215) 536-0423
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April 13,2017
Soup n’ Sandwiches 6pm
Maundy Thursday /
Service of Shadows 7pm
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EASTER

SERVICE

Sunday, April 16"
10:45AM

Reflections From the Pastor...

In reading the selection for St. James UCC Book Club, “Nine Essential things I've
Learned About Life” written by Harold S. Kushner for February 25", some
important statements put a different focus on illness and our expectations of God.

Over the 18 % years in ministry I have heard many peoples’ thoughts on illness,
problems they may be having and God’s role in all this. I hope what I share with
you now will bring you some comfort and hope for the future. These statements
are written by Mr. Kushner.

1) “God does not send the problem and God does not take them
away when we find the right words and rituals. God sends us
strength and determination of which we did not believe our- selves
capable, so that we can-deal with, or live with problems that no one
can make go away.”

2) “God is not the source of anguish but the source of our ability to
cope with it.”

3) “God promises — I will be with you; you may feel burdened but
you will feel abandoned” )

4) “God does not send the problem; God send us the strength to
deal with the problem.”

And the last one which I believe is very important and really puts a
different focus on illness and healing.

5) “It isn’t God’s job to make sick people healthy. That’s the
doctors job. God’s job is to make sick people brave. Prayer is not
begging or bargaining. It is the act of inviting God into our lives
so that, with God’s help, we will be strong enough to resist
temptation and resilient enough not to be destroyed by life’s
unfairness.”

And lastly, “God’s role is to give us the vision to know what we need to do, to
bless us with the qualities of the soul that we will need in order to do them
ourselves, no matter how hard they may be, and to accompany us on that journey.”

If your interest is peaked, get the book, there is so much more to read, soak in and
be inspired by as we continue our faith pilgrimage, and our understanding of
illness and God’s role. It would be a great book to read during Lent. It is available
through Amazon.com.

Co-workers in Christ,

Pastor Lorraine



March 2077 M/‘@é{o Sohedule

Wednesday, March 1%

Ash Wednesday Service — 7PM
Usher Team: B
Scriptures: Psalm 51:1-17
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10

| Sunday, March 12 ]

2" Sunday in Lent

9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: A

Scriptures: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

John 3:1-7
[ Sunday, March 26™ ]
4t Sunday in Lent / Healing n’ Blessing / O.G.H.S.

Offering
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: C
Scriptures: Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

April 2017 Worshyp Schedute

[ Sunday, March 5" |

1% Sunday in Lent / Communion / Birthday Sunday /
, Fellowship Hour
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: C
Scriptures: Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

| Sunday, March 19 ]
3" Sunday in Lent '
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: B
Scriptures: Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

Sponsored by:
March -

April -

[ Sunday, April o
5% Sunday in Lent / Birthday Sunday / Fellowship
Hour
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: A

Scriptures: Psalm 130
John 11:1-45
[ Thursday, April 13® ]

Maundy Thursday / Holy Communion /
Service of Shadows —7:00PM

Usher Team: C
Scriptures: Hebrews 10:16-25

[ Sunday, April 23" ]

27 Sunday of Easter

9-30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: B

Scriptures:

Acts 2:14a, 22-32
John 20:19-31

| Sunday, April gth ]
Palm Sunday / Palm Branches
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: B
Scriptures: Psalm 51:118:1-2, 19-29
Matthew 21:1-11

[ Sunday, April 16"
Easter Sunday / Holy Communion
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: A
Scriptures:  Acts 10:34-43

John 20:1-18
[ Sunday, April 30"

]
3™ Sunday of Easter
9:30AM Sunday School, 10:45AM Worship
Usher Team: C
Scriptures: 1 Peter 1:17-23
Luke 24:11-35




SYMPATHY and PRAYERS

We send our sympathy and prayers to the family of
Dolly Beck, whose daughter, Karen Issermoyer died
February 5, 2017 in North Carolina.

May the belief in the Resurrected Christ bring this
family comfort and strength.

SEASON of LENT

The season of Lent begins with the Ash Wednesday
Service on Wednesday, March 1, 2017 at 7:00PM.

Lent is traditionally a time for giving up something.
People quit eating chocolate or drinking coffee or
other things. Lent becomes a time to fast from all
sorts of food and drink that are not good for your
physical and spiritual health.

What if this year instead of fasting from something,
we take on a new practice such as: daily prayer,
daily scripture reading or devotionals, meditative
walks, acts of kindness and generosity or attend the
(2) mid-week Bible Study n” Lunch from 11:30AM
~ 1:00PM on March 15" and March 29™.

What might these forty days of taking on such a
practice yield? Will you join me this Lent season
taking on something new?

During Ash Wednesday service, you will have the

opportunity to receive ashes on you hand or your
forehead and partake of Altar Communion.

I invite you to join me Wednesday evening at
7:00PM on March 1% as we begin the sacred season
of Lent.

Two other ways may also help you in your Lenten
pilgrimage:

1.) Devotional “Moving Toward the Cross”
by Martin E. Marty

2.) Lenten Coin Folder — a challenge of self
denial to be returned during Holy Week.

This year the money will be given to the Union
Terrace Elementary School for incentives for
their Positive Behavior Systems.

Mid-Week Bible Study n’ Lunch

This year we will be offering 2 Wednesdays
(March 15 and March 29) where we can gather
for Bible Study n’ Lunch from 11:30AM —
1:00PM.

March 15% — we will be discussing Baptism and
looking at scripture such as:

Matthew 3:6-11

Matthew 28:19

Romans 6:1-4

March 29" — we will be discussing Holy
Communion and looking at scriptures:

Matthew 26:26-29

Luke 22: 14-20

Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the
sanctuary starting February 12", Bring a bag
lunch!

4

March 26, 2017 - 0.G.H.S OFFERING

(One Great Hour of Sharing) It is time for the
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering to be
dedicated on Sunday March 26, 2017.

This special offering enables the United Church
of Christ to reach people and communities
affected by disaster, displacement or poverty. It
provides assistance to families and communities
around the world, helping them to become
stronger, healthier and better equipped to
address hardships and catastrophes.

Special envelopes are included with this
newsletter plus there will be extra envelopes
available in the sanctuary.

We will also be having a time of healing n’
blessing on march 26,




&l HoLY WEEK
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Sunday, April 9, 2017 — Palm Sunday
Blessing and distribution of Palm Branches

Thursday, April 13, 2017

Maundy Thursday Soup and Sandwiches in
the Fellowship Hall starting at 6:00PM.
Followed by Communion and the Service of
Shadows in the sanctuary at 7:00PM.

You will receive at the beginning of this service
a rough little rock which will help you have a
more meaningful experience. As you feel the
roughness of the rock and its heaviness the
weight of what Jesus did for you and for me will
be even more clearer. We begin in the light and
end in darkness

Saturday, April 15, 2017 — Hely Saturday

The Pastor will be offering private Baptisms
starting at 11:00AM. If you have a grandchild,
neighbor, relative or friend who is interested,
have them contact Pastor Lorraine by March
15%,

Sunday, April 16, 2017 — Easter Sunday
Join us on Easter Sunday for our 10:45AM
service to sing our praises and Alleluias!

We will be offering the Sacrament of Holy
Communion to be served in the Pew.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Because of a lack of interested adults in the
Adult Sunday School we have cancelled this
class as of January 29%™. Should interest arise,
the Pastor will gladly start the class again.

The children’s Sunday School class is being
held at 9:30AM led by teacher, Lynn Heinaman.
All children welcome no matter what their age.

Thank you for your donation of box tops!

Union Terrace Elementary
PTA Officers.

FOOD BANK
S = )
¥ March— soups (veggie, noodle,
etc.) / ravioli

| April - pancake mix (add water
kind only) / pancake syrup

HAVE A GOOD DAY

You can sponsor the “Have A Good Day” insert for
$12.00 per month. Please call the church office and
speak with Amy to sign up, or sign up on the sheet
in the back of the Sanctuary.

The “Have a Good Day” insert for the month of March
is sponsored by

The “Have a Good Day” insert for the month of
April is sponsored by

When Sunday School and ’/

Worship are cancelled due
to inclement weather:

Please call the church office
at (610) 432-7677 if you are
in doubt. A message will be

put on or listen to channel 69
for closings. Thank You!

Inclement
Weather
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T JAMES noneiE SAL

Tuesday, March 14, 2017

= $4.00 per Hoagie & $3.00 per sandwich
= Use order form or call Bob Bernhard — 610-435-4315, or
Karl Trobetsky — 610-434-6345
= All orders must be turned into the Church by Monday, March 13%, 2017
= The profit attained from this Fundraiser will benefit the Church

*Hoagies may be picked up between 6:00 and 7:30P.M Tuesday, March 14" *

HOAGIES SANDWICHES
N # Everything | Onion | No Pepper | Pepper Tuna
mne:& Telaphone No | OrOmon | No Hm& | oo | roraL
Pepper Onion Cheese
RED BLUE | YELLOW | WHITE | GREEN

=\

Wednesday, April 19, 2017

T James nonaikE SALE

= $4.00 per Hoagie & $3.00 per sandwich \ “
= Use order form or call Bob Bernhard — 610-435-4315, or

Karl Trobetsky — 610-434-6345
= All orders must be turned into the Church by Tuesday, April 18%, 2017
= The profit attained from this Fundraiser will benefit the Church

*Hoagies may be picked up between 6:00 and 7:30P.M Wednesday, April T

HOAGIES ' SANDWICHES
Everything | Onion | No Pepper | Pepper Tuna
Name & Telephone # No Or Onion o Hm& | o TOTAL
Pepper Onion Cheese

RED BLUE | YELLOW | WHITE | GREEN




- FINANCIALS AND ATTENDANCE FOR DECENIBER 2016
S.S.

PLATE BOILER
DATE Attendance | Teacher WORSHIP OFFERING OCWM “HEAT
Child | Adult | Child | Adult
12/4 1 | 3 1 1 28 $966.00 $35.00 $35.00
12/11 - 2 - ¥ 30 $307.00 $25.00 $25.00
12/18 - 1 - 1 23 $405.00 $15.00 $50.00
12/24 N/A | N/A | N/A | N/A 41 $112.25
12/25 N/A | N/A | N/A | N/A 25 $384.00 | $40.00 $50.00
Average worship attendance for December 2015 — 32 December 2016 - 29
Monthly Income - $11,439.70 Monthly Expense - $8,712.46
FINANCIALS AND ATTENDANCE FOR JANUARY 2017
S.S.
——e— PLATE BOILER
DATE | Attendance | Teacher | WORSHIP  pppping 2CWM “gpat
Child | Adult | Child | Adult
11 N/A | N/A | N/A'| N/A 20 $256.00 | $10.00 $75.00
1/8 - 1 - 1 25 $645.30 $30.00
1/15 1 1 1 1 27 $239.00 $20.00
1/22 1 1 1 1 23 $641.15
1/29 1 L 1 1 31 $647.00 $5.00 $1.00
Average worship attendance for January 2016 - 27 January 2017 - 26
Monthly Income - $7,060.34 Monthly Expense - $6,252.48
PAM’S TRIVIA CORNER

WE ARE FEARLESS, WE ARE FILLED WITH COURAGE AND STRENGTH

We are fearless, we can say this with poise and peace of mind knowing that no matter what the need, there is
nothing to fear, for God is with us.

As we affirm, “We are filled with courage and strength”, we are not speaking these words to make them true.
We are speaking them because they are true. We are filled with courage and strength because we know that
we are children of God, kept in His love. We are filled with courage and strength because we know that
God, who is love, loves His children and never forsakes them. We are filled with courage and strength
because we know that God is always with us to support and protect and guide us.

Wherever we are, the power of God is with us, the strength of God is our strength. Knowing this, we can do
what is ours to do. We can handle any and every situation.

TRIVIA QUESTIONS: Some are brothers, some are sisters, some are hag of each. Sibling Rivalry?

a.)Cain & Abel b.)Absalom & Ammon c.)Rachel & Leah  d.)Jacob & Esau e.)Simon Peter & Andrew
1.) Jesus called them when they were fishing

2.) One was a farmer and one was a shepherd.
3.) One brother had the other one killed for violating their sister.

4.) Jacob might have called these sisters the beauty and the beast. 1) E-—(Matthew 4:18)
5.) These twins exchanged a birthright for a bowl of stew. 2) A-—(Genesis4:1-2)

3) B— (Il Samuel 13)
4) C— (Genesis 29:16)
5) D — (Genesis 25:22-36)
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St. James United Church of Christ
37 South 15 Street
Allentown PA 18102-4435
Phone: 610-432-7677 Fax: 484-223-0348
Webpage: www.stjamesuccallentown.vzwebsites.com
St. James Email: stjamesucc@verizon.net
Pastor’s Email: pastorlorstjamesucc@verizon.net
Secretary’s Email: secretarystjamesucc@verizon.net
Office Hours: Tues & Weds — 4PM-6PM




